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Russell, Bertrand. History Western Philosophy. 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 19, 1945. xviii, 895p. $5.00. 
There are two Russells writing this more than ample 
volume. The one brilliant, incisive, penetrating 
analyst and commentator the philosophies the past, 
other captious, querulous, superficial, insultingly 
provocative pedant. The first appears wherever the au- 
thor writing about men movements which under- 
and with which feels sympathy; the second 
appears where treating movements ideas which 
eem beyond barrier erected his prejudices. 
has followed the classical division philosophy, 
Ancient, Catholic, Modern. Though devotes Book 
these three periods, the last, devoted modern 
new philosophy, comprises almost half the volume, which 
fortunate for among the moderns that Mr. Russell 
feels ease. 
the first Book, Ancient Philosophy, there little new 
noteworthy except freshness perception and com- 
parison which special quality Russell’s perceptions. 
Interspersed with the actual treatment the philosophers 
there are comments, suggestions for the reader, whic 
might well pondered. tells us, for example, that 
studying philosopher, the right attitude neither 
reverence nor contempt, but first kind hypotheti- 
cal sympathy, until possible know what feels 
like believe his theories, and only then revival 
the critical attitude, which should resemble, far 


possible, the state mind person abandoning 
opinions which has hitherto held (p. 39). 


That Mr. Russell does not himself heed this excellent 
advice does not detract from its timeliness. 


Many his comments are more witty than instructive, 
the claim that Pythagoras combination 
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Einstein and Mrs. Eddy (p. 31). other times his own 
exuberance, and sort sophomorish bragging, carries 
him away. promises devastating exposé Plato: 


has always been correct praise Plato, but not 
understand him. This the common fate great 
men. object the opposite. wish understand 
him, but treat him with little reverence 
were contemporary English American advocate 
totalitarianism (p. 105). 


Yet, after this extravagant assurance, there nothing new, 
nothing added what any other history philosophy 
tells Plato. 


Among the ancients Russell evinces strongest sympathy 
for Epicurus and Lucretius, point which understand- 
able inasmuch they were outright materialists. Socrates 
dishonest, sophistical, and his courage the face 
death would have been more remarkable did not 
according Russell, has wielded influence later 
generations far excess his merits: his Ethics cannot 
but repulsive man with any depth feeling, and 
his logical doctrines are almost wholly false. 


The second Book concerned with Catholic philosophy, 
more commonly referred the Patristic and the 
Medieval periods. Here Russell very ill ease. There 
are large segments which does not seem under- 
stand, and even larger segments with which does not 
seem have taken the trouble acquaint himself. His 
historical background seems derived exclusively 
from Gibbon’s Decline and Fall the Roman Empire, 
questionable and long since discredited history. One 
would expect writer Mr. Russell’s standing 
scholarly, even though cannot sympathetic, and 
accurate stating positions with which disagrees. 
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might, for example, have made sure the meanirig 
the words before speaking such matters dogma 
and revelation, and had done would not have 
perpetrated the blunder caricaturing caricature. For 
one careful for the niceties logic, shows 
startling carelessness thought when mentions 
(seriously) the “miraculous the clergy (p. 
408). Carefully planted slurs, even from Russell, not 
substitute for truth sincerity. Thus informs that 
Joan Arc was inspired voices, common form 
insanity (p. 90); and makes bold prophesy that St. 
Cyril, had lived longer, would have become heretic! 
(p. 369). This amusing certain type shallow 
mind, but most regrettable that mind keen 
Russell’s should stoop low. 


His treatment St. Augustine entirely fragmentary, 
misses the major issues the works the Saint, and 
result misses too his historical importance. His conclud- 
ing remarks Augustine are typical: 


strange that the last men intellectual eminence 
before the dark ages were concerned, not with saving 
civilization expelling the barbarians reforming the 
abuses the administration, but with preaching the 
merit virginity and the damnation unbaptized in- 
fants. Seeing that these were the preoccupations that 
the Church handed the converted barbarians, 
wonder that the succeeding age surpassed almost 
all other fully historical periods cruelty and super- 


stition (p. 366). 


Russell praises the system St. Thomas, but praises 
one seeing only its exterior symmetry, not one who 
understands appreciates the ideas upon which rests. 
Even those who disagree with St. Thomas will not agree 
with Russell’s judgment that “There little the true 
philosophic spirit Aquinas” (p. 463); nor will they 
agree that St. Thomas’ arguments for the existence 
God are insincere merely because believed God be- 
fore framed the arguments (cf. 462). These are 
typical criticisms Russell, and cannot taken seriously. 


when arrives the moderns that Russell begins 
take fire. Not only this section the most extensive, 
but the most important section the volume, and 
offers positive contribution the history philosophy. 
Here Russell among friends, whom understands, 
even though frequently disagrees. His traditional his- 
torical notes are concise, pointed, and generally accurate. 
There are, course, the usual asides directed the 
Church, annoying because they betray uncontrollable 
prejudice, and also because they distract the reader from 
the business hand. They are evidently for popular 
consumption only. 


Russell takes order all the major figures the 
modern period. presents first synopsis their prin- 
cipal works, followed critical appreciation indicating 
both the strength and the weakness the works. Sup- 
pressed premises, incomplete disjunctions, bias posing 
thought, none them escapes the critical eye Russell. 
ruthless applying his logic the illogicalities 
discovers among his friends. 


Special mentions should made his treatment the 
English empiricists, and here, perhaps, the analysis and 
criticism the political thought Locke deserving 
very special mention. masterful summary, bril- 


incisive criticism, the following comment Hume 
typical: 


Even his most sceptical chapter, which sums 
the conclusions Book says: “Generally 
speaking the errors religion are dangerous; those 
philosophy only ridiculous”. has right say 
this. “Dangerous” casual word, and sceptic 
causation cannot know that anything dangerous 


(p. 672). 


Kant and the German philosophers general Russell 
less satisfactory. His criticisms are usually true enough, 
but they are not nearly deep penetrating his 
treatment the English. There excellent chapter 
John Dewey; another, less satisfying, Bergson. 


The final chapter statement the Philosophy 
Logical Analysis, Russell’s own philosophy. Perhaps 
would asking too much, but one might wish for 
more complete development this philosophy. 


the very beginning the volume Mr. Russell states 
that the purpose philosophy today “To teach how 
live without certainty, and yet without being paralyzed 
hesitation” (p. xiv). This scepticism runs through the 
whole volume, but particularly apparent the 
jection any possibility reaching certitude about the 
things that count: God, immortality, the soul, morality. 
The book recommended with large reservations. 
principal value its analysis and criticism modern 
philosophy generally, and the English philosophers 
particular. The remainder the book will amuse some, 
but has little appeal any one seriously interested 


philosophy. 
Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 


Literary Guild---December Selection 


Becker, Belle, and Linscott, Robert N., editors. The Bed- 
side Book Famous French Stories. Random House. 


Nov. 23, 427p. $3.00. 


There something uncomfortable about the much 
heralded short story produced France the nine 
teenth and present centuries; when twenty-three them 
are brought together anthology, becomes down- 
right disagreeable. granted that sometimes the 
authors have mastered narrative technique, that the 
pattern emerges clear and sharp. also true that 
few the writers have vivid lush realistic 
romantic style, and the words fall hard like hail soft 
like petal water. But technique and style and 
preoccupation with little things done little people are 
hardly enough for literature, and seldom enough even 
for casual attention. would almost seem that, once the 
last aristocrat was guillotined, subsequent writers vowed 
never write about another person stature, and began 
grubbing uncover not the small social size, but the 
smallest moral worth—which quite another 
While the passing the ancien régime may not 
sarily regretted, the absence grandeur 
worth soul, belief anything but the individual, 
certainly must be. 


reduce the table contents brief series 
these stories deal with: lover walled mason 
bedroom closet (Balzac); the sentimental reaction 
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executioner during the Reign Terror (Balzac); pagan 
which comes life crush bridegroom the 
night arranged marriage (Mérimée); gentlewoman 
hopelessly infatuated with tenth-rate actor (Sand); 
prostitute who does kind deed, instigated medical 
student who does not believe that friend should persist 
his virginity (Musset); stupid but “simple-hearted” 
peasant, convinced that her parrot the Holy Ghost 
(Flaubert); Jewish prisoner tortured the Inquisition 
(De Adam); monk made dipsomaniac his 
invention new liqueur, the sale which lifts his 
community from debt (Daudet); madame house 
prostitution who takes her five assistants into the coun- 
try for holiday; wife, angered the “strange” domes- 
tic duty bearing five children, lies about the paternity 
one and, naturally, offends her husband (both 
Maupassant); professor who, during the recent occupa- 
tion, interrupts his study Virgil out and look for 
tripe—and fails get any (Edith Thomas). 


The nineteenth century curiosity about classical antiquity 
represented the familiar Gautier story the bored 
Cleopatra, sluggishly attentive the earnestness 
suitor who forced his way into her house, whom she 
poisons the moment his greatest expectation; the 
mixture cruelty and perfume Flaubert’s account 
the assassination St. John the Baptist after the plot 
Herodias and Salome; the bold forgetfulness Pontius 
Pilate Anatole France’s “Procurator Juddea, the 
whole which nothing but thin-spun preparation 
for single, violent final sentence. familiar are 
Daudet’s “The Last Lesson”, that tear-jerker the Franco- 
Prussian War, its familiar companion-piece, Zola’s “At- 
tack the Mill”, DeMaupassant’s model for classes 
elementary story writing, “The Necklace”, and section 
Saint Exupéry’s North African report—no story all. 


Four other modern stories may have slightly more appeal: 
hospital report war casualty’s fight conviction 
that half body better than none (Georges Duhamel); 
long-winded description Vichy concentration camp, 
which underground leader manages escape 
after act sacrifice consumptive communist 
(Joseph Kessel); and two studies fear—André Malraux’ 
“Tank Trap”, describing the excitement first military 
action, with characters who are crude those who 
sweating their death Jean-Paul Sartre’s sketch 
the “anti-fascists” Spain, “The Wall”. 


The authors try hard, very hard, smart modern 
insensitive jolie, but the strains are evident and 
wrinkle the cloth into unkemptness. The total effect 
such bedside companion that the reader hastily seeks 
solace sleep; unfortunately, wretched nightmares fol- 
low. There more worth the collection than 
the uncontrolledly enthusiastic, and often interpretatively 
surprising, Lewis Galantiere. 

James Edward Tobin, 

Fordham University 


* 


Drake, St. Clair and Cayton, Horace Black Metropolis. 
Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 25, 1945. xxxiv, 809p. $5.00. 


Possibly the intolerance exemplified the Klux Klan 
the 1920’s may revived post-war accompani- 
ment. the other hand, the appearance such books 
Stegner’s One Nation, Adamic’s Nation Nations, 


Drake 
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and now, Drake’s and Cayton’s Black Metropolis may 
help lessen the danger such developments. 


What Black the most exhaustive study 
that has been made date the Negro Chicago. Its 
authors, who are Negroes, have written dispassionately 
their own people white Mississippian could de- 
mand. Their faults are here pitilessly laid bare. Under- 
neath the merciless criticism their own people, however, 
there the clear implication that although there 
Negro problem, problem that has been created 
the whites rather than the Negroes. Likewise there 
the corollary that those who created the problem are the 
ones who must solve it, least help the solution. 
Richard Wright has said the excellent introduction 
contributed: “This easy book. order under- 
stand it, you may have wrench your mind rather vio- 
lently out your accustomed ways thinking. There 
attempt Black Metropolis understate, gloss 
over, doll up, make harsh facts pleasant for the 
tender minded. The facts urban life presented here 
are their starkest form, their crudest manifestation; not 
because the authors wanted shock you, but because 
the environment out which those facts spring has 
wrought them. have presented them otherwise would 
have been negate the humanity the American Negro” 
(p. xix). 


How reliable the book? based upon years re- 
search upon the part many workers. Much the basic 
work was done projects sponsored the Works Projects 
Administration. Hence, much the data compara- 
tively recent, and covers the years the 1930’s. addi- 
tion the labors the twenty research workers involved, 
credit for aid given the Julius Rosenwald Fund, the 
Institute Juvenile Research, and similar agencies whose 
integrity cannot questioned. The result unfor- 
gettable picture Black Metropolis, the second largest 
Negro city the world. Only New York’s Harlem 
larger. Black Metropolis city within city, strip 
land seven miles long and less than two miles wide, where 
300,000 Negroes are packed, and the same time every 
imaginable effort being made keep them from ex- 
panding the white residents Chicago’s South Side. 
The book explains the reasons why the Negroes came 
from the South; why they and their children prefer the 
almost unbearable and unbelievable living conditions 
this Black Ghetto the thought returning going 
South. 


The economic status the Negro expertly analyzed, 
both the printed word and illustrations and graphs. 
the chapter “Job Ceilings” one learns that although 
there are many teen-age colored girls white girls 
high school, only one-sixth many Negro girls will secure 
“white collar” jobs will true the white girls; one 
gets know many college graduates who are able get 
nothing better than jobs porters; one made under- 
stand that when the Negro speaks equality has 
mind equal economic opportunity and enough room 
live decently; one finds that the Negroes have desire 
marry whites, and therefore intermarriage not really 
issue all, but simply something used confuse 
everyone. 


The agreements property owners, pledging one another 


refrain from selling property Negroes receive much 
unfavorable attention; the practice taking six room 
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apartment, renting for fifty dollars month, and dividing 
into six “kitchenettes” each renting for eight dollars 
week, recognized for the gross evil that is; the change 
political affiliation the Chicago Negroes, from Repub- 
lican Democrat, made understandable; the utter in- 
ability religion reach the younger Negroes made 
only too clear for comfort; the material 
dren”, “babies without fathers”, 
straight”, and “hustling women”, show how prostitutes 
are created, with the economic factor perhaps the most 
important. Hundreds actual conversations are recorded 
and these tend drive home the reasonable conclusions 
the authors. Drake and Cayton have hope for the 
future, despite the picture they have presented, the 
problem will faced intelligent whites well 
serious Negroes. They believe that irreparable harm may 
come from continued neglect. There better book 
Negro city life. Suitable for adults, its value ques- 
tionable for teen-agers. 
Paul Kiniery, 
Loyola University, Chicago 


* * * 


McMahon, Francis Catholic Looks the World. 
Vanguard. Nov. 1945. 334p. $2.75. 


Like movies, books sometimes carry misleading titles. 
the Catholic Looks the World Francis 
Mahon’s careful philosophical training accurately re- 
flected; and the reader should frequently remind himself 
that this work not entitled The Catholic Looks the 
World. This book then represents the opinions 
Catholic professor philosophy, not the Catholic 
Church. Only with this necessary distinction continually 
mind can one write dispassionate review this pro- 
vocative study. 


For provocative the very best sense. Beginning 
with this sentence: have not written this book with 
the idea pleasing anyone”, McMahon continues the 
same spirit for three hundred pages. This approach will 
naturally displease those for whose hardened cerebral 
arteries intellectual stimulation bad. But the world 
does need aroused because sorry mess and 
remedies must soon found for sore contemporary ills. 
Scores writers, not few them Catholics, have tried 
their pens this one mind has been 
more successful than Dr. McMahon. 


true that the modern Popes have taught the answers 
our problems. But also unfortunately true that the 
secular world will not listen the Popes and that papal 
teaching social, economic and international issues needs 
popular interpretation impress the average 
The author—by trade the happy and unusual combination 
philosopher and newspaper columnist—is aptly fitted 
present Catholic view the contemporary crisis with 
recommendations for remedies. 


the first half his book McMahon seriously con- 
cerned with the underlying causes the crisis. Here 
discusses considerable length the failures the Chris- 
tians and the failures the Liberals. his mind the 
Liberals often have the correct solutions for current prob- 
lems but these solutions are not the logical consequence 
Liberal philosophical principles but rather the Chris- 
tian culture which the Liberals have unconsciously in- 
herited. The Christians, the other hand, have the 
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correct philosophical principles but they frequently 
tate apply these principles the solution 
temporary problems. According him, Christians 
times lack the virtue “prudence necessary for right 
practical decisions, least social and political ques 
tions” (p. 208). Examples are offered illustrate this 
point. will interesting learn what his 
confreres think his analysis. 


Then proceeds consider the remedies necessary for 
our sick civilization. The chapter 
anity and Democracy”, “Philosophy and Reconstruction”, 
“America the Emerging World”—will give you good 
idea his general approach. other books this sub. 
ject have wearied you, assured that every page 
McMahon will stimulate you. The author has facile 
ability for explaining Christian principles language that 
the common man can understand. Metaphysics, the 
natural law, proofs for the existence God, democracy, 
totalitarianism, sovereignty, ethical principles the family 
and the state, liberty and authority, are clearly and 
interestingly proposed that the reader will see their rele. 
vance the correct solution the crisis. 


blows are spared this book. Some them will fall 
upon Catholic sore spots and they will evoke some 
ment. But others fall such Liberal shibboleths the 
idea progress (p. 116), Justice Oliver Holmes, Jr, 
the hero many Liberals, who superbly debunked 
124), and “democratic” Russia concerning which 
Mahon bluntly writes: “There democracy Russia 
any legitimate sense the term” (p. 252). 


have presented just few the highlights this book 
quately the multitude issues discussed each chapter. 
With some McMahon’s conclusions you may disagree 
do. For one thing cannot completely agree with 
him the Spanish Civil War. The dilemma which 
deplores (p. 91) appeared real did 
Pius during the Spanish Civil War, although fortun- 
ately longer exists and Catholics have reason 
support Franco’s Fascism. But whether you agree with 
him not all these topics, you must admit that 
has brought these issues into the open and has provoked 
you into thinking about the contemporary crisis all its 
Christian actuality. All all, this impressive, 
stimulating, vigorous, forthright book which educated 
Catholic, worthy the name, can afford miss. 

Harry Koenig, 

Mundelein, Illinois 


Bolte, Charles The New Veteran. 
cock. Nov. 19, 1945. 212p. $2.00. 


Twelve million returning servicemen present challenge 
the existing order things. their numbers they 
can utilize their power diminish the evil that order 
they can diminish the good. What course they follow 
achieve the political freedom and economic security 
for which they fought will conditioned not much 
alone the mental attitude the individual veteran carries 
back with him into civilian life but more, the activities 
and attitudes the society which about resume 
his position. 

now the “experts” have had their heyday analyzing, 
idolizing and sympathizing with G.I. Joe. They have 
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flooded the press and radio with advice how “under- 
stand” the family hero. Meanwhile they seem have 
forgotten that this legendary figmentation their imagi- 
nations not one, but twelve million rational individuals 
who are capable thinking and speaking and who, 
given the opportunity, might have something say for 
themselves. 


What these twelve million might think and say, what 
plans and aspirations they cherish, what questions they 
and all civilians must face, Charles Bolte has generalized 
from his own experiences The New Veteran. 


Not satisfied with waiting until the entered the war, 
this young author joined the British Royal Rifle Corps im- 
mediately upon his graduation from Dartmouth College 
where edited the daily paper. The motivating force 
behind his action, his brief but creditable military career 
cut short wound Alamein, and his early reac- 
tions after his return civilian life are all sincerely and 
not overdramatically drawn the first several chapters 
his story. 


Early 1944 Mr. Bolte became associated with the 
American Veterans Committee, then newly organized 
correspondence group men still the service. 
Through the medium The Bulletin these men could 
express their opinions and postwar plans, their ideas 
existing and ever increasing veteran organizations, their 
feelings toward government legislation behalf 
veterans. Since then the American Veterans Committee 
has grown proportion and steadily becoming power- 
ful factor shaping legislation and postwar policy. 


his capacity chairman this Committee Mr. Bolte 
has grown intimate with the problem veteran rehabili- 
tation. His book not vague statement ideals and 
dreams. clear, concise, honest presentation facts 
they really are. And times the results are not all too 
pleasant. shows how all too frequently the veteran 
given the run-around when seeks legal, financial 
other forms aid; explains the problems encountered 
the veteran finding job because the conditions 
prevailing between management and labor; describes 
the red-tape involved and gives reasons for the low quality 
medical care offered the Veterans Administration. 
Attempts remedy these conditions have been made 
(and the American Veterans Committee has played 
small part bringing them the fore) but they are all 
too slow being realized. Some communities (Bridge- 
port, Connecticut, has done the most this respect) have 
tried avoid the veteran undue inconvenience estab- 
lishing centralized points where can obtain all the aid 
needs under one roof. the national picture pro- 
posals have been made amend the “Seniority Clause” 
the Selective Service Act one the big obstacles met 
when the veteran seeks employment. Recommendations 
and suggestions have been made for impreving the 


Veterans Administration’s medical care. 


Aware the importance the question veteran or- 
ganizations Bolte spends some time explaining the 
shortcomings the long-established organizations well 
those newly sprung up. Fearlessly, and without 
sparing words, shows the inadequacy and inability 
the American Legion act spokesman for the men 
this war. The Legion was born pressure group, has 
become centralized mechanism governed from the top 
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down and has failed fulfill the hearty greeting its 
birth. True, the veteran seeks his organization spirit 
camaraderie, but desires more than the mere after 
effects the annual convention. The new veteran wants 
organization that will not only think but act; or- 
ganization that will always remember that its members 
are individuals; that will not segregate him from the rest 
his countrymen, but rather will treat him citizen 
first, veteran second. does not want considered 
problem who needs treatment, nor hero forgotten 
few short months. wants only his rightful position 
society where can normal and productive 
citizen. 

merits The New 
Veteran this reviewer begs 

with personal note the effect that himself 
“new veteran” having doffed khaki for mufti 
cently. For him added vividness many the things 
had seen and experienced these last few weeks. From 
every veteran may gather more concrete form many 
the thoughts that cross his mind steps out his 
old role “G.I. Joe”. For the civilian should help 
counteract the impression created our 
habilitators” and present truer, clearer picture what 
many our veterans think and hope and plan they 
cross the threshold civilian life. For all The New 
Veteran sincere and honest approach question 
that uppermost the minds all clear-thinking people 
these days. 

The book contains copy the Baruch Report General 
Bradley, Director the Veterans Administration; the 
Re-Employment and Veterans Advisory Service Com- 
mittee the Bridgeport Community; and index. 


Becker, Carl Freedom and Responsibility the 
Way Life. Knopf. Nov. 1945. 122p. 
2.50. 


This slender volume five lectures which Carl Becker 
delivered the University Michigan December, 
1944, the author’s final contribution the history 
American institutions and their preservation, for Carl 
Becker died few short months after their presentation. 
That this distinguished historian and analyst contem- 
porary American scenes has made contribution real 
merit unquestionable. the five lectures, whose sub- 
ject matter includes The American Political Tradition, 
Freedom Speech and Press, Freedom Learning and 
Teaching, Constitutional Government, and Private Eco- 
nomic Enterprise, Becker constantly restating many 
the views expressed his earlier works, but always 
with the purpose disclosing some contemporary prob- 
lem more clearly, and, not being content merely de- 
lineate, indicates, for example the chapter 
Private Economic Enterprise, the means which some 
our problems may solved. 


The central theme the five lectures our freedoms 
and responsibilities, with Becker placing the emphasis 
the responsibilities, that the preservation our freedom 
depends less formal instruments than does upon the 
character the people. need, says, heightened 
sense individual and collective responsibility”, more 
unified and resolute determination concern ourselves 


with the public good and make the sacrifices that are 
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necessary for it”. Nowhere does appear better ad- 
vantage, and nothing more revealing his fundamental 
belief and approach than this quotation from his lecture 
Constitutional Government. 


“In this critical time shall not keep the house united 
and preserve our liberties refusing recognize that 
economics and politics are not separable from ethics 
and morality Seventh-of-March speeches advising 
the people not discuss the institution private 
enterprise, which fact the central issue.” 


Separately, each one the essays stands itself 
piercing and critical commentary some the important 
sector our American culture. Whether dis- 
cussing our native character, the problem freedom 
the mind these days when the chief instruments 
opinion are not available the average citizen, when 
relates freedom learning and teaching the suc- 
cessful functioning democratic government, Becker has 
something worth-while say and says well. His de- 
scription how Fascism can come the United States 
realistic interpretation the inevitable result mass 
unemployment and his answer the best means fight- 
ing Communism will find response the heart any 
Catholic social thinker. states unequivocally that the 
purpose all governmental regulation “should be, not 
supplant the system private economic enterprise, but 
make work”, but his belief “social democracy” 
and his championing the Full-Employment Bill will 
probably make him suspect the part those whose 
firmest belief attempting maintain. 


His interpretation the origin the natural-rights phil- 
osophy from Eighteenth Century liberals, the implication 
that faith the dignity and worth the individual man 
rests upon their deism, and the revealing personal agnoti- 
cism disclosed the lecture Freedom Learning are 
debits the ledger book that otherwise conforms 
spirit and truth with Catholic social thinking. 

John McMahon, 

Our Lady the Lake College, 

Antonio, Texas 


* * * 


Brinig, Myron. You and Farrar Rinehart. Nov. 


1945. 474p. $3.00. 


ably written novel, told the third person, two 
young persons, girl and her foster brother who until six 
and seven live New Mexico, riding, playing, quarreling 
and sleeping together, each completely devoted the 
other. Upon the accidental death Claire’s parents, the 
children’s lives follow different lines, describing wide 
parabola before they converge again when the young 
people are their twenties. 


The girl sent her maternal grandmother New York, 
displaced Southern gentlewoman who supports herself 
managing mortgaged rooming house and who enter- 
tains herself gambling the horses. Younger appear- 
ance than her years justify, she instructs her granddaughter 
call her her first name, dresses the child fashion 
suggest she her daughter, sends her exclusive 
private school, and exults when the youngster chosen 
best friend the richest girl school. this girl’s 
summer home, Claire later meets young man with 
whom she falls mildly love but their romance cut 
short his death France 1915. 


Eric the other hand lands Butte, Montana, the 
bizarre family his foster father’s brother who lives 
the money his wife earns saleslady and “friend” 
local copper man. his early teens begins pay 
his way home selling newspapers corner the 
red-light district where observes all the ramifications 
commercialized vice raw mining town. His own 
brief initiation into such matters comes seventeen, not 
from the brothels but from the bad girl his school. This 
affects him neither deeply nor permanently 
later experience, when soldier training meets 
the lonely wife overseas doughboy. 


After his discharge from the army works his way East, 
stopping often enough and long enough along the way 
make the money needed take him city nearer 
New York. the latter city finds Claire sharing 
apartment with her former schoolmate 
herself (now that her grandmother dead) working 
secretary elderly and austere music patron. Their 
reunion awakens mutual sense completeness and 
satisfaction which Claire’s part speedily changes 
love. But Eric feels that has him write and 
that this ability cannot develop until lives 
therefore rounds out his education and his knowledge 
human nature several months the continent and 
England, mainly company with fast irresponsible 
American set, returning New York when his novel 
accepted for publication. 


There learns that Claire has returned her child- 
hood home Taos, New Mexico, after jilting her em- 
ployer’s Argentinian protege and after breaking with the 
young woman whose apartment she jobless 
and loose ends, unexpected legacy from elderly 
man about town helps her re-orient her life and enables 
her discard stenography favor painting. month 
later, Eric follows her back New Mexico and their 
childhood life comes full circle the promise the 
home they hope establish there. 


most adult readers will disconcerted 
the author’s preoccupation with sex and his tacit ap- 
proval complete naturalness satisfying sex drives. 
all his major and minor characters, only Claire 
chaste, normal and healthy. For most the chain 
episodes into which the story falls, promiscuity, Lesbian- 
ism, frigidity and the most casual sex responses are the 
nuclei. 

Catholic readers will not enjoy the author’s attitude 
ward their church and its members, attitude strongly 
reminiscent Somerset Maugham’s The Edge. 


would unfair however fail comment the 
writer’s marked ability etch scene period bold 
lines and make come alive for the reader. 
table are the chapters describing the loud, crude, lusty 
Butte when the mines were running; and the warm brown 
tones Taos, its rocks, sand, blue skies, pueblos and 
Indians; gangster rule and mob hijacking among 
cago Italians during prohibition times; the way life 
typified the young Argentinian tenor who allowed 
rich old woman support him because she loved music, 
while his compatriot married another rich old woman 
because loved the luxury she could give him; bar 
racks life training camp during World War the 
gracious, disciplined life surrounding the middle-aged 
brarian and her invalid mother Emporia, Kansas. 
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Only less satisfactory are the people whom writes 
and life-like, flesh and blood, and often like 
the neighbors next door; though more successful 
with subordinate figures than with his two main char- 
Eric and Claire. His outlook life not cynical 
brutal lewd, but rather sympathetic and pitying even 
when episodes are most flagrant violations the moral 
code. times, his observations life can shrewd 
and understanding, for example when says the 
gangster, Pizza: his favorite music was jazz, 
was moved certain symphonies and also attended the 
opera three four times year. This love music was 
one the finer aspects his nature, but for some odd 
eason his stature was not increased it. brain had 
mature and his nature was essentially secretive 
and sneaking. There this strangeness about some men 
who have love for music, flowers and beautiful women; 
they can still lowdown heels heart.” 


ere will few readers who will extend his category 
include novelists, well. 
Helen Butler, 


Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Schrag, Otto. Sons the Morning. Doubleday. Nov. 


15, 353p. $2.75. 


American readers can expect find great many novels 
such this built around the problems servicemen ad- 
justing themselves home life after the horrible experi- 
ences they have undergone and the sacrifices they have 
made fighting for human freedom. the course 
those problems complicated situations may arise 
during which the life entire community may 
directly affected. Such situation shown the present 
novel where two boys come back from the fighting 
Europe small village Connecticut where they meet 
and finally overcome series prejudices which for 
ime threaten the successful adjustment the boys and 
produce the community set conditions similar 
those which the boys had fought eradicate Europe. 


David Horne lost leg battle and gained fiancée while 
recuperating France. his friend Bill Kennedy 
returns Cedarville, Connnecticut, planning meet 
Jacqueline there, marry her and begin small self-suffi- 
cient farm where they can devote their lives rearing 
family freedom. Returning they find the town cordial 
them but hostile their friend Alan Woodbury who 
had been conscientious objector. Tobacco which had 
furnished the town’s prosperity during the war years was 
now unsalable commodity. The town suspicious 
foreign ideas which the boys might bring back with them 
and quietly hostile the idea David bringing back 
foreign bride. Anne Woodbury resented the loneliness 
upon her her brother’s position and Bill’s 
declare his love for her. Ted Gray, 
tavernkeeper, controls the town’s opinions together with 
his self-righteous and proverb-quoting mother. The boys 
are surprised and hurt the suspicious attitude the 
town and react toward drinking excess and be- 
coming cynical. 


When Jacqueline comes the town’s resentment crystal- 
against her and under Gray’s leadership 
blamed for all the town’s troubles together with the de- 
struction the town’s Honor Roll, storm-caused fire 
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the Woodbury’s barn and the return the spirit 
Hink Sienkewicz. Although Jacqueline has done her best 
become friendly with the town she meets with little 
success and finally about leave with David and Bill 
when Anne Woodbury, for whose disappearance she had 
also been blamed, returns with the missing heir some 
unfarmed ground which David wishes buy. Suspicions 
are then cleared quickly and the village readjusts itself 
the story ends. 
This tale village prejudices and the way which they 
may fanned white heat startling but not impos- 
sible one. Unjust prejudices and attempts deprivation 
individual liberty will always resented and may well 
provoke bitter conflicts especially these our troubled 
times. The present story such situation however 
poorly and awkwardly done with mechanical plot and 
less mechanical characters. Its value further les- 
sened the manner presentation. Profanity abounds 
and there are several irreverent references the relation 
between God and man pp. 138-139. Being written 
what fatuously known realistic style the book 
also contains numerous vulgar, objectionable and even 
obscene references pp. 33, 53, 77, 81. There also 
reference Catholic mother sending her son 
Protestant minister for advice and guidance. all 
there seems little reason recommend the book any 
class reader although would not seem harmful 
mature adult readers. 

Ribbon and Star; the Third Marines 
Bougainville. Drawings John Falter. Holt. Nov. 
1945. 242p. $2.75. 
That Captain Monks the Third Marines was partici- 
pant the action Bougainville the Solomons 
November 1943 evident throughout his book, and the 
tale tells heroism and suffering and hardship 
faithfully recorded the drawings John Falter. The 
book begins with the landing the troops and the estab- 
lishment beachhead, and then turns back detailed 
account the month preparation and toughening 
which made the operation possible. The amazing thor- 
oughness the practice manoeuvres, which combat 
conditions and schedules were simulated elaborate 
dress rehearsals, shows the quality the leadership which 
brought about victory the Pacific. 


Returning the beachhead, get day day (and 
night night) account jungle warfare its worst: 
rain, swamps, insects, snipers, mortar, artillery and rifle 
fire, strafing from the air, hunger, sleeplessness, fever, 
dysentery, filariasis, maimed limbs and death—the litany 
the foxhole. Stories heroism the part chap- 
lains, medical men, seabees and “the little guy” are fre- 
quent, but the anecdotal sections the narrative are bal- 
anced—almost overbalanced—by the author’s remorseless 
conscientiousness presenting minute details terrain, 
troop dispositions, logistics, etc. Some passages convinced 
this reviewer that could with course two 
military cartography, e.g., coconut grove northwest 
the present northeast sector the present perimeter” 
(p. 144), and felt lost private swamp his own 
when the Third Battalion the Third Marines, the 
right the Ninth, proceeded inland 600 yards and were 
tied with the Ninth Regiment their left and with 
the Second Battalion their right (p. 45), with some- 
body other closing gap that had completely 
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forgotten about the meantime. Captain Monks permits 
napping. 

The one difficulty recommending the book the fact 
that the marines talk exactly like marines. That marines 
—or least some them—curse verbally well known. 
But doubt most them would care commit blas- 
phemies and “four letter words” the printed page. 
What said the heat battle one thing—and what 
man puts down cold type quite another thing. 
Therefore Captain Monks, deliberately recording vile 
language not being realistic. offends against the 
basic principle realism transferring written con- 
text something that actually does not belong there all, 
and which loses the flavor its realism the process 
transference. 

Apart from this point, recommend this record the 
United States Marines—a record that makes the reader 
once proud and humble. 


Phillips Temple, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 


Book the Month Club---December Selection 


Co-Selection 
(With Gibbings’ Lovely the Lee) 

Bowman, Peter. Beach Red. Random House. Nov. 23, 
$2.50. 

The epitome the infantryman’s marine’s war 
this story one hour’s fighting Beach Red, somewhere 
the Pacific. called novel, possibly because 
imaginative. Yet its style writing incisive and 
staccato, with its printed form akin free verse that 
many readers will accept such. But form imma- 
terial. What matters that Beach Red get the 
same type insight into combat soldier’s task that 
had Book-of-the-Month selection, Bill 
Mauldin’s Front. From 0600, the hour the assault 
Beach Red, until 0700, when our soldier dies, fol- 
low this soldier his inmost thoughts, repeating the 
informative directives has memorized, 


Rain regular, and conforms fairly predictable 
timetable 

and rocky pockets crevices will frequently hold 
pool. 

Birds fly toward water, trails often will lead water, 

and for the most part you will find downhill. 

Many plants have water stored their stems and leaves, 

and you may quench your thirst chewing them 


(p. 60). 


but more often expressing his thoughts war and life 
and the purpose behind the world 


Wherever you 
you find men and their problems and they are built 
one top the other opulent, spongy 
congealment that asphyxiates the mind tangled 
anarchy 
ideas. jungle the spirit, and there 
are trails that lead nowhere and the chunky, unshep- 
herded growth 
flowers into sickly phantasm (p. 119). 


one must seek purpose Beach Red would seem 
that portraying with realistic cynicism the horror 


and the futility war. Its direct language, sparing 
sensitive feelings, hardly suitable for adolescents; its 
vague philosophy negative rather than hopeful. 
indictment war that adults will find 


Meeker, Arthur. The Far Away Music. Houghton. Noy, 
1945. 308p. $2.50. 


remember Arthur Meeker for The 
Mischief, long and rambling period novel France 
His present effort period novel America, 
long nor rambling, novel manners, minor problem 
novel people. The scene Chicago the 
Chicago about begin its phenomenal commercial 
velopment and the theme deals with the relations 
conservative, steady, clannish family and its 
brother-in-law. 


Julie Bascomb, the conventional, steady, smug, hypo 
critical, egotistic Bascombs had married footloose Jonathay 
Trigg who, after inducing the Bascombs leave thei 
Eastern patrimony for share the 
Chicago, heard “the far away music” the West 
left his wife wander, unheard of, for years the new 
country. The story opens with the return 
Chicago the summer 1856. His reception 
cordial until his in-laws learn that his Western adven 
tures have gathered gold. His purpose 
induce Julia, whom loves, break away from 
family and begin life anew with him. For awhile 
torn between two but Bascomb blood 
triumphs and, for the sake her children, she 
For her sake the family, with its characteristically smug 
magnanimity, offer take Jonathan back but will have 
none it. During the whole the summer Jonathan 
and Julia pull each other back and forth with Jonathan 
spending most his time the farm 
Zephyrina Amberley whom had met the Coast and 
with whom the family believes him love. 


Sissie Trigg the eldest daughter, just returned from 
finishing school the East, engaged the steady, Bas 
comb-approved Aaron Miles, whom she marry 
the end the summer upon his return from 
trip Michigan. But Sissie does not really love Aaron 
considered right and proper mairy him 
the family had approved. And then Sissie recognized the 
spark love for young Ted Amberley whom she 
known the East and who also wishes adventure 
the West. Ted courts her throughout the summer with 
her father’s connivance. Jonathan sees this affair 
projection his own problem with Julia and 
Ted and Jonathan one side, the family and 
the other. Though Sissie wavers and uncertain til 
the morn her wedding she finally chooses Aaron, 
tainty and the family preference Ted and her 
Only Nancy, younger sister, tempts fate eloping with 
adventurous Eastern beau, Wilbur Morgan. the 
story ends Jonathan again leaves his family and the 
combs but this time with peace mind because 
that has given Julia and the children the chance 
accept his way life. 


novel manners The Far Away Music excel 
lent one. Possibly representing footnote from the 
thor’s own family history its main plot 
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fairly true life. However both Triggs and the 
Bascombs are objectionable their attitudes, the latter 
their self-righteousness and the former his irre- 
sponsibility and his stubborn insistence upon his own will. 
The author favors Jonathan directing all his fire against 
the Bascombs whose essential falsity has delineated 
page 230 there direct statement that the 
love God only for the few and the love humanity 
not for many. There are also one two references 
spiritism that are not entirely clear. For these reasons the 
hook will suitable only for certain adult readers. 


* * * 


Bulman, David (Editor). Molders Opinion. Bruce. 


Nov. 11, 1945. 166p. $1.75. 


Molders Opinion made fourteen articles 
leading newspaper columnists and radio commentators 
which appeared the Sign magazine the course 
articles (written eleven contributors) 
have now been edited and brought date for book 
publication David Bulman. 


Paul Mallon, Dorothy Thompson, Gabriel Heatter, Wal- 
ter Lippmann, Kaltenborn, Westbrook Pegler, Ful- 
ton Lewis, Sumner Welles, Raymond Gram Swing, 
Drew Pearson, David Lawrence, John Kennedy, George 
Sokolsky, and Walter Winchell are the “molders” here 
put under the spotlight criticism. Their critics are 
John Jay Daly, John Kennedy articles), John O’Con- 
nor, John O’Brien articles), Leo Egan articles), 
John Kennedy, Edwin Lahey, Richard Patee, John 
Wynne, William Carney, and James Gillis. 


Naturally, with such wide variety persons written 
about and persons writing, the articles are somewhat 
uneven merit. the mind the present reviewer, the 
best are those Walter Lippman (by John O’Brien) 
and Westbrook Pegler (by John Kennedy); while the 
least pleasing one that Walter Winchell (by John 
Kennedy), which pure denunciation from start 
finish. After all, Mr. Winchell (whose methods and 
manners the present writer emphatically does not ad- 
mire), has some good points and has said some useful 
things. Perhaps counterweigh the Winchell excoria- 
tion, the articles Sumner Welles (by Richard Patee) 
and George Sokolsky (by Father Gillis) are undiluted 
eulogy. The rest the “molders” get more balanced 
tation praise and fault-finding—both apparently pretty 
well deserved. 


the score: Sokolsky and Welles are considered 
practically perfect; Mallon, Lippmann, Pegler, Lawrence 
and Kennedy are judged very good; Heatter reckoned 
harmless; Thompson, Kaltenborn, Lewis and Swing are 
mixed qualities, with the undesirable predomi- 
nating; Pearson ranked low; Winchell gets zero-minus. 
Many readers will inclined modify least some 
these estimates. 


The essays which Molders Opinion composed are 
pethaps too slight and journalistic for lasting value; but 
they are highly amusing, fairly informative, and based 
sound principles criticism. Adults will enjoy this book 
most, but there reason for withholding from any 


class readers. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 
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Kendrick, Baynard. Lights Out. Morrow. Nov. 1945. 
240p. $2.50. 


the past Baynard Kendrick has been known mystery 
readers the creator Duncan MacLain, the blind 
sleuth. Now, out the experience his work the 
rehabilitation men who have lost their sight this war, 
turns more serious problems tracing the re-educa- 
tion blinded youth. Specifically, Lights Out shows 
how Larry Nevin for the first time began make use 
his intelligence and mental eyes when deprived physical 
sight. Three phrases this rebirth are developed the 
reader follows Larry through Valley Forge General Hos- 
pital, Phoenixville, Pa., accompanies him his furlough 
home, and returns with him for further training the 
Old Farms Convalescent Hospital Avon, Connecticut. 


was not until week later, after had arrived 
Valley Forge General Hospital, that twenty-three year old 
Larry learned that the German sniper’s bullet had not 
caused head wound but had severed the optic nerve 
blinding him for life. Behind the blackness this wall 
the panorama his whole life unfolds itself. Actually, 
there was little it. His family was low the social 
scale Palatka, Florida, where his father, Northerner, 
had settled after World War because ill health. For- 
tunately for Larry had managed raise himself some- 
what above the status his surroundings two years 
the University Florida and hoped further that 
position his intended marriage Chris Paterson, 
daughter wealthy barrel factory owner. Beyond 
that, Larry had never allowed his mind mature. How 
pitiful was his ignorance reveals itself his bitterness and 
obstinacy, the hostile attitude assumes toward his 
instructors and wardmates. Yet his mind was alert and 
quick grasp the meaning facial vision, the Braille 
touch, the numerous little hints and reminders that would 
enable him make his way around alone. Despite his 
unpleasant mien attracted comrades. two them 
eventually owed his awakening. After night 
town, during the course which met Judy Greene, 
faced with the stern reality that he, Southerner, 
had been associating with Joe Morgan, Negro. Here, 
instant, all the childhood schooling and training en- 
trenched his mind was rudely ripped away. The next 
day while attempting explain Ivan Stern what this 
revelation meant all that held sacred again 
startled learn that his hearer Jew. 


Still smarting under the collapse his narrow prejudices 
Larry went home furlough. But within short time 
all the elation that homecoming turns resentment. 
annoyed his mother’s solicitude and tender con- 
cern for his every move and wish. friends and neigh- 
bors grows despise the look sympathy senses 
they show they stare him. Gradually aware 
certain coldness Chris the golden girl always 
thought would marry. When tells her would 
like move north and settle there she hesitates. Only 
his father does find understanding friend when 
told that not the family nor Chris, not relatives nor 
friends, not even the world, but that he, Larry Nevin, 
the one who has changed. 


Returning from furlough Larry transferred for ad- 
vanced instructions the Old Farms Convalescent Hos- 
pital near Hartford. Once more finds his place among 
familiar companions and associates. continues show 
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himself ready pupil but with all his mind finds more 
unrest. Over and over the recollection his early in- 
stilled segregation and discrimination race tempered 
his companionship and contacts with Joe and Ivan. 
Gradually all thoughts Chris, cold and self-centered 
are replaced visions Judy, warm and understanding. 
Failing man face the issues comes seek succor 
and refuge drink and carousing. saved from 
complete downfall through Joe who, unknown Larry, 
summons Judy Hartford where she takes position. 
The story his rehabilitation ends happy note when 
the two are married and Larry, thankful Joe, exclaims: 
“Love thy neighbor thyself”. 


For all its simplicity there deep social and human 
significance Lights Out. implication shows how 
too many individuals with sight, failing understand the 
true nature man, lay emphasis race, creed and 
color. these days world wide reconstruction 
summons and challenge all who would help abolish 
all trace racial discrimination. 


the story blinded individual Kendrick has given 
through the eyes one with sight remarkable picture 
the feelings, pains and hopes experienced those 
whose sight lost. Unfortunately the moral tone his 
story impaired too frequent careless use the 
Divine Name well several passages which 
Larry’s supposed ideas and desires toward womanhood 
are described (pp. 55-59). Two other scenes (pp. 124 
and 208) likewise tend show his depraved mind. 
fact, this reviewer the whole romance between him 
and Judy, least his part, seems based solely 
the physical aspect without many higher motives love 
understanding. for Judy, who remains nebulous 
character throughout, wondered whether her 


love does not spring from pity alone. 


Because these several instances Lights Out recom- 
mended only the more mature, discriminating adults. 


Coryn, Marjorie. The Marriage Josephine. Appleton. 
Nov. 16, 1945. 313p. $3.00. 


Josephine Beauharnais married strange man, man who 
rose power over much the world, man whom the 
French followed ardently but who had only the hatred 
other peoples, man who partially unified France after 
the disintegration the Revolution only fall before 
the combined might the world did his modern 
counterpart. Josephine married Napoleon but why? Was 
love What did either see the other? 
Historians have studied the problem and have presented 
various answers. Marjorie Coryn however has chosen 
her own answer and has woven about novel 
Napoleon companion-piece her Good-bye Son 
several years ago. 


The story opens with Josephine prison during the clos- 
ing days The Terror the divorced wife General 
Alexander Beauharnais. his wife she had tasted 
the luxury upper class life and had other thought 
than the continuance that type life matter what 
the cost. Deprived luxury and danger losing her 
head she gives herself Lazare Hoche, Revolutionary 
general temporary disfavor. When Barras, Tallien, 
Freron and others liquidate Robespierre Tallien secures 
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her release for Hoche. But Josephine flouts him 
Barras’s offer entertain semi-official hostess 
the government. such she any man’s mistress, 
Barras desires. Barras seeks gain sole power France 
and among others has Josephine obscure, 
ridiculous Corsican the Army retired list. Josephine 
Napoleon ludicrous, dolt and bumpkin but him 
she virginal and incomparably divine woman. 
uses Napoleon save his politically threatened Conven. 
tion and then ready toss the Corsican aside but, 
because Napoleon has gained favor with the Parisians 
through his efficient administration Military Governor 
the City, forced give him the Army Italy. 


Italy Napoleon confounds not only the Austrians and 
Sardinians but the Paris politicians well. learn 
Napoleon’s plans Barras has Josephine marry him which 
she does unwillingly because what she considers his 
boorishness and stupidity. She travels Italy where she 
unfaithful with any handy gallant while Napeoleon 
forging his victories over the Austrians, culminating 
his independently dictated peace with the Emperor. Barras 
has tried vainly overthrow Napoleon but must 
upon him again save his administration. 
Napoleon, wearying the politicians and the unstable 
people home, goes Egypt prosecute his private 
designs the English. Egypt cut off from France 
and only when suspects Josephine does finally give 
and break through the British blockade. Returning 
France hailed the people but despairs when 
Josephine confirms her infidelities. However her wiles 
and his infatuation combine return him her toils 
the story ends the point where Napoleon about 
embark upon the more notable portion his career. 


this story Napoleon considered mostly relation 
Josephine although the genesis his own career sketchi- 
ticed and expert courtesan whose fear poverty she 
had once known conditioned her actions, married Napo- 
leon only support Barras’s designs. her Barras 
was the main chance and his philosophy naturalism 
the one she followed. She had appreciation 
leon and interest him. Miss Coryn has woven 
competent though minor novel about her interpretation 
Josephine, interpretation whose truth can verified 
only students Napoleonic history. very nature 
her characterization Josephine limits the suitability 
the book adults and the reviewer can not guarantee 
that these will find any value it. 


Pan, Wei-tung. The Chinese Constitution: Study 
Chinese Culture, Washington, Nov. 1945. 
327p. $4.00. Append. bibliog. and index. 


her aspiration for durable peace both internally and 
externally, China’s intellectual and cultural elite has been 
engaged for forty years the formulation modem 
drafts constitution. number constitutions have 
been introduced, drafted, passed, adopted 
gated various occasions since 1908 China. But 
one reason another, these momentous legal documents 
did not seem meet the needs the Chinese people 
Among the many reasons for China’s failure adopting 
permanent constitution are these two: China’s com 
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titutional democracy has been hampered series 
foreign aggressions; China’s failure constitutional 
government has been due internal political upheavals, 
many cases encouraged foreign powers. 


Thus, the author this painstaking work observes: “The 
success failure the Constitution China depends 
much political stability, both internally and ex- 
ternally. Internally, the Chinese have undergo thor- 
ough system political education, whether formal 
process through ordinary education with emphasis civil 
training through system harsh discipline under 
supervision the Government. While absorbing much 
possible scientific knowledge the modern world, 
the Chinese must not forget their traditional principles 
Chinese politics, ideologies, practices and other usages 
and customs, since these constitute great measure 
the fundamental political behavior the people. Ex- 
ternally, China must free from foreign control, both 
politically and economically. too evident point 
out that China since her contact with the western world 
for century has been suffering from long chain 
foreign invasion, exploitation and encroachment her 
political independence and territorial integrity. 
complete freedom and independence constitutional gov- 
can never take root China. While these 
factors have been China’s great enemy toward progress, 
China’s failure achieve constitutional government must 
not interpreted solely the light her incapability, 
but equal share responsibility must charged 
the Western powers, which have taken part the im- 
pediment China’s progress.” 


One may well say that the author has absorbed the 
Western cult civilization, for the preface this 
volume emphasizes: adequate freedom religion 
should guaranteed the government” 
“once freedom religion well founded state 
will prove itself asset the welfare the people”. 
Moreover, “the natural rights” must linked with 
“legislative rights” provide for social security, public 
assistance, education, farming facilities, labor and others. 


For one obtain authoritative analysis and synthesis 
the origins and developments constitutionalism 
China, this singular contribution will prove ready refer- 
ence source prime importance. The author has brought 
his achievement extraordinary competence com- 
pile, correlate and condense amazing amount his- 
torical data and traditional trends Chinese legal lore. 
Such, has succeeded couching English rendi- 
tion that displays equal erudition the constitution- 
alism both Eastern and Western jurisprudence. 


Robert McBride 
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Kane, Harnett Plantation Parade. Morrow. 


$3.50. 


Mr. Kane fast establishing for himself reputation 
Writer one particular Louisiana. His first 
three books, Louisiana Hayride, The Bayous Louisiana 
and Deep Delta Country, showed evidence wide famil- 
larity with his subject, careful preparation, balanced com- 
Position and warmly human understanding people, 
places and events. The history Louisiana region 
our country fascinating subject and one which 
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indebted Mr. Kane for the skill and understanding 
with which presents it. His first three books achieved 
wide popularity—the present, continuation the series, 
will receive less, though done with the same skill and in- 
terest, since its subject matter has more limited appeal. 
this book the author gives history the planta- 
tions Louisiana, the kind people who built them, 
the mode life those plantations and the typical 
mode architecture they represent. The plantation era 
had its genesis the 18th Century, its golden age during 
the early 19th Century and the inevitable decline during 
the post-Civil War years. The plantation was founded 
upon definite economy, cotton and sugar crops worked 
slave labor virgin soil, was family center 
semi-feudal social milieu, was answer the geo- 
physical problem posed the Mississippi and its en- 
virons. When the economy changed, when the family 
disintegrated, when the river territory could longer 
exploited the old methods then the plantations de- 
parted and there remain today only some ruined 
vestiges and some carefully preserved reconstructions 
what once were the constituent units grand river 
empire. 

There one constant thread running through the stories 
the different plantations which the author considers— 
strong man, perceiving opportunity, took land 
which yielded him fortune cotton sugar; 
gathered adjoining and smaller plantations himself; 
the height his success planned suitable abode for 
his family; died his crops failed; the family disinte- 
grated;the plantation passed into other hands; after sev- 
eral repetitions the cycle only vestiges the former 
plantation remain. There are exceptions the general 
pattern and there are variations but, the main, the 
pattern holds. Mr. Kane divides his book into two sec- 
tions—in the first deals with the plantation established 
the Creoles and the second with those established 
the Americans. each case tells people, places 
and events, the genesis success, the plans for the 
planation house and their realization and the ultimate 
fate the family and the plantation. There is, neces- 
sarily some duplication material from his earlier books 
but that duplication not excessive. Some three hun- 
dred pages are devoted descriptions individual plan- 
tations, there are thirty-nine photographs, index, 
bibliography and itinerary for those who wish visit 
the remnants the old plantation manors. Mr. Kane 
congratulated this addition his Louisiana 
series and the book may fairly well recommended 
all classes readers. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---November Selection 


Head, Matthew. The Devil the Bush. Simon and 
Schuster. Nov. 1945. 184p. $2.00. 


The author, lieutenant the Aviation Intelligence 
the Marine Corps, spent year Africa and was, obvi- 
ously, fascinated the surface strangeness the “dark 
continent.” there are readers who still enjoy clichés, 
they can find theme here: the group Europeans who 
jungle heat, the child brought away 
from “civilization,” the frustrated nturalist, the bored 
wife, the stupid missionary, the stock New England spin- 
ster, the hard-swearing, emancipated-by-science lady- doc- 
tor, and—we almost forgot —little pattering animals. 
There also long disquisition the craftsmanship 


a 


and practical use circumcision knives and other native 
art—with bearing what mistakenly offered 
Whatever story there begins two-thirds the 
way through the book, after the “atmosphere” has been 
laid with trowel. American economist lands 
Congo station and finds that various people are hun- 
gering after the wife one the settlers what the 
author calls, repetitiously, “visceral” manner. The 
entire attitude toward morals upside down: the Ameri- 
can throws himself into the visceral game and seduced, 
not too unwillingly, the lonely daughter. There are 
couple murders—enough assure the reader that 
really reading mystery story. The murdered commits 
suicide, which pleases the characters and the author, 
but they are all very, very upset, because this well- 
meaning chap also had kill his pet antelope. 
hard believe, but there more brine spilled over this 
death than over the others. brief, the book senti- 
mental and romantic nonsense. 


* * * 


Donohue, James Exile the Stars, Book Hours. 


Exile The Stars Father Donohue has written beau- 
tiful lyric rendition and interpretation the Creation, the 
Fall, and the Prophecy the Redemption, and 
doing has achieved remarkable Book Hours for the 
First Sunday Advent that fresh and sound rhyme 
and reason. 


liturgical and literary accomplishment its creative 
excellence keeping with the best traditions the 
ancient Latin Fathers and the modern Catholic poets. 
While the choice profound theme has added little 
more than thoughtful meditations old story his 
artistry phrase and image has added much that dur- 
able and bright the coin time slowly piles into the 
treasury poetry. 

Many his sonnets are miniature masterpieces, and while 
own particular choice would the beautiful sequence 
Mother Eve that makes the hour Sexte, all are 
such high and consistent order become favorites 
other champions. Though many his allusions seem 


Donohue Index 


classical and literary, his language almost 
simple, direct, and biblical the story 
has the reverence poet who knows how pray and 
the excellence man prayer who makes his talking 
God living poetry. 

While this small book can especially recommended 
those who are interested either the current 
movement poetry speaking art will make 
permanent friend all who love read and 
good poetry. 


James Gallagher, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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